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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Jam 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


January  11,  1952 
Letter  No.  %k 


With  the  planting  season  for  many  crops,  including  cotton,  ap- 
proaching in  the  Southern  States,  folks  here  in  the  Department  suggest 
that  farmers  generally,  and  cotton  producers  particularly,  act  now  to 
assure  themselves  of  at  least  a  portion  of  their  1952  supplies  of  ferti- 
lizer and  pesticides. 

Recent  developments  in  the  outlook  for  pesticides  and  fertiliz- 
ers in  1952  indicate  that  farmers  could  help  avert  possible  "bottlenecks 
later  on  "by  "buying  at  least  part  of  their  estimated  requirements  now  and 
through  continued  orderly  purchases  in  advance  of  actual  needs. 

Right  now,  and  during  the  past  month,  according  to  industry 
reports,  supplies  of  fertilizers  have  "been  hacking  up  in  trade  channels 
"because  farmers  have  "been  very  slow  in  ordering  their  anticipated  needs. 

Meanwhile,  there  are  indications  that  supplies  of  fertilizer 
for  1952  are  going  to  fall  short  of  meeting  al\  demands.    Nitrogen  pro- 
duction is  expected  to  "be  up  5  percent,  as  compared  with  1951>  potash 
output  also  will  increase  about  5  percent;  while  supplies  of  phosphates 
will  "be  down  ahout  10  percent  due  to  the  sulphur  shortage. 

Outlook  for  all  pesticides,  except  those  containing  sulphur, 
is  good  and  supplies  for  1952  should  "be  adequate  if  there  are  no  unusual- 
ly heavy  insect  infestations  and  if  farmers  order  early  and  keep  supplies 
moving  from  manufacturing  plants. 

The  great  danger,  particularly  in  the  cotton  areas,  is  over- 
confidence  --the  feeling  that,  "because  last  year  was  one  of  light  boll- 
weevil  infestation,  the  same  will  "be  true  this  year. 

Specialists  also  recommend  that  all  producers  he  prepared  to 
meet  insect  infestations  and  give  close  attention  to  their  crops  from 
the  very  beginning.    Crop  pests  always  are  with  us  and  no  one  is  able  to 
tell  if  an  infestation  is  going  to  be  light  or  heavy.    The  best  defense 
is  preparation  and  early  efforts  to  stop  an  infestation. 
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Also  of  Fertilizer-Pesticide  Interest 

National  Production  Authority  officials  say  we'll  have  15  per- 
cent more  sulphur  "by  the  end  of  1953,  3°  percent  more  ammonia  and  other 
nitrogen  compounds,  kO  percent  more  benzine,  and  50  percent  more  chlorine 
"by  that  time. 

New  Soil  Chemical 

Discovery  of  krilium,  a  chemical  which  hinds  soil  particles  to- 
gether and  develops  the  crumb  structure,  may  turn  out  to  be    one  of  the 
most  significant  discoveries  in  the  field  of  soil  science.    One  of  the 
nation's  large  chemical  companies  announced  discovery  of  krilium  at  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for' the  Advancement  of  Science. 

As  you  know,  continuous  cultivation  and  certain  soil  practices 
have  a  tendency  to  break  down  the  granular  structure  of  many  soils.  Such 
breakdown  reduces  the  productivity  of  soil  even  though  chemical  fertilizer 
is  applied.    However,  the  new  substance,  when  properly  applied,  is  said 
to  produce  a  granular  structure  which  greatly  improves  the  soil  structure. 
Think  you'll  be  hearing  more  about  it. 

Backyard  Possibilities 

'  Although  the  backyard  raising  of  rabbits  is  not  the  "cure  all" 
for  every,  family 's  meat  problems,  Department  small  animal  specialists  are 
recommending  it  as  a  practical  and  extremely  economical  method  of  meat 
production  on. farms,  acreages,  and  even  in  urban  areas.    Babbits  make 
use  of  many  "would  be"  waste  products,  require  only  a  "back-yard"  amount 
of  room,  and  give  variety  to  the  family  meat  diet. 

All  kQ  states  are  suited  to  rabbit  raising.    Youngsters  can 
care  for  them  without  difficulty  and  equipment  for  the  animals  is  not  a 
big  problem.    A  modest  hutch  that's  dry  and  out  of  the  wind  is  all  that's 
required  for  shelter.    A  doe  and  litter  need  about  10  square  feet  of  space. 

lawn  clippings,  vegetable  tops,  stale  bread,  and  just  about  any 
other  kitchen  refuse  except  sour  and  greasy  foods  can  be  used  in  combina- 
tion with  pellets  or  grain  to  make  an  adequate  ration. 

Numerous  medium  type  breeds  are  satisfactory  for  such  a  back- 
yard enterprise  with  New  Zealand  Whites  being  most  popular.    About  80 
percent  of  the  commercial  meat  rabbits  in  this  country  are  of  that,  breed. 

How  much  meat  can  we  expect  per  female?    The  three  or  four 
litters  of  a  well-bred  doe  under  good  care  should  total  20  rabbits  per 
year.    That's  about  80  to  90  pounds  of  live  rabbit  at  the  age  of  60  days 
or  about  kO  to       pounds  of  dressed  meat.    It's  a  fine  grained  white 
meat,  good  the  year  around,  not  excessively  fat,  a  good  source  of  pro- 
tein, and  can  be  cooked  by  almost  any  recipe  for  a  similar  weight  meat. 
In  addition  to  the  meat  production  phase  of  rabbit  raising,  the  fact 
that  the  pelts  have  value  and  can  be  sold  should  be  mentioned.  (Folks 
living  inside  city  limits  are  advised  to  check  to  make  certain  that  rab- 
bits are  permitted  under  local  ordinances). 
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Scrap  Wanted 

Total  farm  scrap  drive  yield  looks  like  it'll  "be  at  least  a 
million  tons . . . ^28,00C  are -already  in  with  farmers  still  rounding  it  up 
in  many  States  vhere  the  drive  was  postponed  until  after  harvest.  If 
that  million  tons  dees  come  in  it'll  contribute  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  scrap  needed  to  produce  the  steel  used  in  one  year's  output  of 
new  farm  machinery.    As  many  of  you  know,  scrap  is  50  percent  of  the 
make-up  of  steel0    Moral:    Keep  encouraging  farmers  to  turn  in  scrap. 

What's  Ahead 

As  for  the  immediate  outlook  on  critical  farm  equipment  mate- 
rials, Defense  Mobilizer  Charles  E.  Wilson  says  this: 

"We  wish  it  were  not  necessary  to  put  any  restrictions  on  use 
of  metal  and  other  scarce  material  for  making  farm  implements  and  sup- 
plies.   But  if  our  defense  program  is  to  go  forward  on  schedule,  large 
tonnages  of  iron,  steel,  copper,  aluminum  and  other  items  must  "be  made 
available  for  making  primary  tools  of  war,    That  means  less  for  other 
uses . 

"But  recognizing  agriculture's  important  contribution  in  keep- 
ing our  nation  and  our  allies  fed  and  clothed,  we  have  allotted  for  the 
first  quarter,  of  1952  about  90  percent  as  much  steel,  over  80  percent 
as  much  copper,  and  about  85  percent  as  much  aluminum  for  farm  equip- 
ment as  in  the  last  quarter  of  1951 .    We  estimate  these  allotments  will 
make  it  possible  to  turn  out  about  "JO  to  75  percent  as  much  farm  equip- 
ment as  the  USDA's  estimated  requirements." 

On  The  Bulletin  Rack 

Just  out  is  Leaflet  No.  319  on  Control  of  Lice  on  Cattle.  It 
is  a  "dehydrated"  11 -page  leaflet  on  how  to  spray ,  dip  or  dust  for  lice 
and  what  insecticides  to  use.    Leaflet  No.  302  might  be  called  a  com- 
panion leaflet.    It's  on  Chigger  Control,  7  pages  in  length,  and  con- 
tains similar  information  as  applied  to  chiggers.    If  your  local  Exten- 
sion office  doesn't  have  them  we'll  be  glad  to  send  ?em. 

Also  yours  for  the  asking  is  a  new  circular  on  "Peat  and  Muck 
in  Agriculture."    It  discusses  uses,  marketing,  and  buying  of  peat  and 
its  particular  importance  to  gardeners. 

Speaking  of  Bulletins 

A  new  USDA  circular,  "The  Use  of  Sawdust  for  Mulches  and  Soil 
Improvement,"  says  we  shouldn't  expect  much  fertilizing  value  from  saw- 
dust when  used  as  a  soil  improver,    teiin  benefits  of  the  dust  are  the 
increase  in  waterholding  capacity  and  mellowness  of  texture  that  are 
brought  to  the  soil.    For  more  details  we'll  be  glad  to  send  the  Cir- 
cular (No.  891). 


-  k  - 


USDA  TV  Developments 

As  of  this  morning  the  television  section  of  this  office  aired 
the  first  of  a  weekly  "Food  News  of  the  Week"  telecast.    It's  a  five- 
minute  spot  in  a  30  minute  CBS  network  show  aired  10  to  10:30  EST  every 
Friday  morning  and  carried  in  28  cities  (none  farther  west  than  Omaha). 
Reports  will  "be  "based  on  "both  national  and  regional  levels  with  region- 
al reports  coming  from  the  Foods  Distribution  Branch,  Market  News  Re- 
porters, and  industry  through  area  PMA  Information  offices „    This  morn- 
ing^ "shake-down  cruise"  featured  the  three  area  information  chiefs 
who'll  "be  responsible  for  reports  from  their  regions:    Art  Susott, 
Atlanta;  John  Eaker,  Chicago;  and  Stan  Flowers,  New  York. 

On  Sunday's  January  13  "Battle  Report  Washington,"  Secretary 
Brannan  will  outline  the  goals  picture  and  the  necessity  for  increased 
efficiency  of  production  if  we  are  to  reach  these  goals.    Byron  Shaw, 
new  Agricultural  Research  Administrator,  is  slated  to  follow  and  explain 
what  agricultural  research  has  done  and  can  do  toward  achieving  that 
greater  efficiency. 

Farm  Broadcasting  in  Austria 

Dana  Reynolds  reports  that  farm  "broadcasting  is  getting  a  "big 
"boost  in  Austria.    Plans  are  underway  to  improve  present  program  content 
and  to  use  radio  in  the  agricultural  productivity  drive  over  there. 

For  ah out  2  years  now  a  seven  station  network  has  had  a  farm 
radio  program.    Combined  signals  from  these  seven  stations  cover  about 
75  percent  of  the  agricultural  area  of  the  country  and  about  four  out 
of  five  farmers  have  radios. 

Most  of  the  plans  for  improving  the  present  set-up  had  their 
start  in  a  meeting  of  Food  and  Agriculture  folks,  a  panel  of  about  50 
Austrian  agricultural  officials  and  technicians,  network  officials,  and 
former  NARFD  president  Wallace  Kadderly,    In  addition  to  capitalizing 
cn  some  tips  from  Wallace,  those  attending  the  meeting  appointed  a  radio 
advisory  committee  to  help  in  providing  more  real  service  to  Austrian 
farmers  through  this  program. 

As  it's  now  set  up,  the  show,  broadcast  daily  except  Sunday, 
will  have  one  day  a  week  devoted  to  home  economics,  another  reserved 
for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  the  other  four  days  used  for  dis- 
cussing pertinent  and  practical  topics  selected  by  the  advisory  commit- 
tee.   Such  topics  will  be  covered  with  six  to  ten  minute  talks  by  recog- 
nized experts.    The  show  also  will  report  on  current  farm  events  and 
carry  other  farm  and  market  news. 

Timely  Feature 

Features  on  Brucellosis  eradication  will  be  especially  timely 
this  year  when  tied  in  with  feed  conservation.    Figures  show  the  disease 
cuts  milk  production  by  20  percent  and  causes  the  loss  of  300,000  calves 
annually.    Intensified  efforts  are  being  made  to  step  up  calf hood  vac- 
cination against  the  disease. 


Andrews  to  Complete  Bennett *s  Tour 


Stan  Andrews,  Director  of  USDA's  Foreign  Agriculture  Relations , 
has  "been  granted  leave  to  "become  Special  Consultant  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  assist  in  development  of  Point  Four.    He  will  complete  the  tour 
of  the  Middle  East  and  Asia  on  which  Dr.  Henry  G.  Bennett  and  his  wife 
were  killed  in  an  airplane  crash  in  Iran,  last  month.    Many  of  you  will 
remember  hearing  Dr0  Bennett  talk  on  Point  Four  at  the  November  NARFD 
meeting  in  Chicago. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour... 1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST.  "USDA? 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    Feature  for  Jan.  19  is  report  from  Thirty-Sixth 
Penn  State  Farm  Show  with  Homer  Martz,  KDKA.    Originates  WKBO,  Harrisburg. 
Jan.  26  feature  tells  of  1952  New  England  Green  Pastures  Contest  with 
Malcolm  McCormick,  WBZ. 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EST. 
News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney  from  Washington. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm 
News"  with  Boh  Crom  and  Ken  Gapen  plus  Jan.  19  .feature  on  "How  Much  Can 
lie  Produce?"  with  DrQ  Sherman  Johnson,  BAE,  and  Boh  Crom.    Jan.  26  fea- 
tures Paul  Zumbro,  USDA*s  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  and  story  on  the 
National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan. 

Liberty  Network. .. "Your  Country  Visitor"  originates  12:15  to 
12:30  p.m0  EST.,  Monday  through  Friday  with  Lee  Hannify  from  Washington. 

Another  Recognition 

In  its  Golden  Anniversary  number,  Popular  Mechanics  puts  Dr. 
Hugh  H.  Bennett,  founder  of  the  U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Service,  along 
with  Luther  Burbank,  the  plant  breeder;  and  George  W.  Carver,  agricul- 
tural chemist,  in  its  Hall  of  Fame  of  fifty  men  of  most  significant  ac- 
complishment during  the  past  fifty  years. 

Among  others  on  the  list  are  Lee  deForest,  inventor  of  the 
radio  tube;  Henry  Ford,  of  the  auto  assembly  line;  the  flying  Wrights, 
and  atomic  Einstein  and  the  Compton  "brothers. 

Future  Livestock  Prices 

Department  economists  expect  hog  prices  to  rise  seasonally 
until  late  February  or  sometime  in  March.    Total  drop  in  hog  prices 
this  fall  was  a  little  less  than  normal  for  the  season,  and  prices  have  ■ 
about  equalled  last  year.    As  for  cattle «, .  .supplies  in  prospect  don't 
point  to  a  material  weakness  in  prices.    However,  strongest  prices  are 
more  likely  on  cows  than  other  classes  with  the  possibility  that  a  fur- 
ther drop  may  occur  in  top  grade  steer  prices. 
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S-T-R-E-T-C-H 


Since  we  produced  about  kOO  millions  bushels  less  feed  grain  in 

1951  than  we  expect  to  use  in  the  present  feeding  year,  farmers  will  have 
to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  stocks  on  hand  if  they're  going  to  meet 

1952  goals.    Killing  of  rodents  and  insects  is  one  method  of  helping 
stretch  those  stocks. 

Each  year,  rats  and  insects  destroy  enough  feed  to  fill  the  gap 
between  our  current  short  supply  and  comfortable  stocks.    That's  why  the 
folks  here  in  USDA  are  going  all  out  to  encourage  farmers  to  use  the 
latest  rat  and  insect  control  methods  to  conserve  grain.    You  RFD's  can 
bring  that  drive  to  the  farm  level  and  "air-mention"  or  features  on  it 
will  do  a  lot  to  s-t-r-e-t-c-h  feed  supplies. 

Cleaning  trash  and  loose  feed  out  of  bins  before  grain  is 
stored  and  then  killing  rats  with  drugs  or  fumigants  are  essential  steps 
to  rodent  control.    Insect  control,  of  course,  includes  thorough  clean- 
ing of  grain  before  it's  stored  and  a  need-  for  good  clean,  tight,  fumi- 
gated bins  or  cribs. 

So  far,  no  shortage  is  indicated  for  red  squill,  Warfarin,  or 
other  rodenticidesj  grain  fumigants,  however,  are  generally  scarce  and 
are  expected  to  continue  so  in  1952.    Carbon  tetrachloride  and  carbon 
di -sulphide,  raw  materials  used  in  making  most  liquid  grain  fumigants, 
are  not  being  produced  in  large  enough  quantities  to  meet  demands.  It's 
suggested  that  farmers  try  to  make  use  of  a  basic  formula  that  contains 
some  kind  of  ethylene  dichloride,  and  lesser  amounts  of  carbon  tetra- 
chloride. 


Among  Ourselves 


Milt  Bliss  worked  his  last  day  here  in  the  office  January  5th. 
As  I  mentioned  in  Chicago,  he  has  taken  a  job  that'll  allow  him  to  be 
closer  to  his  farm  in  Wisconsin.    His  new  address  is  American  Breeders 
Service,  1660  Monroe  Street,  Madison  5,  Wisconsin.    USDA!s  sorry  to  lose 
Milt  --  he'll  be  a  hard  man  to  replace. 

As  of  January  1,  Ladd  Haystead  became  part  owner  and  associate 
publisher  of  Agricultural  Leader's  Digest. 

We  were  sorry  to  read  in  Broadcasting  that  RED  Phil  Combs, 
WSBT,  died  December  27  at  his  home  in  Mishawaka,  Indiana,  after  suffer- 
ing from  a  kidney  ailment  for  k  months. 

Within  The  Next  Day  or  So  we'll  be  sending  you  a  story  on 
certain  revisions  that  have  been  made  in  1952  Production  Goals. 

Sincerely, 

n  y  • 

Enclosures:  /  >Ay>lt- 

AH3  No.  5^  (Peaches)  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Agric.  Info.  Bull.  N0.5O    Ass't  Director  of  Information 

Agric.  Outlook  Digest  for  Radio  and  Television 


LETTi 


To 

Radio  Form  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


January  25,  1952 
Letter  No,  515 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Judging  from  the  weight  of  this  letter  and  its  enclosures  this 
week  you  may  have  thought  you  were  getting  a  delayed  Christmas  present. 
Mot  so;  however,  we  hope  you  find  the  numerous  enclosures  even  more  valu- 
able . 

You've  "been  getting  a  piece  meal  feed  of  the  story  of  '52  Pro- 
duction Goals,    Enclosed  this  week  is  the  Goals  Handbook  and  the  complete 
story  with  State  by  State  "breakdowns  "by  crops.    Also  note  the  livestock, 
farm  machinery,  fertilizer,  pesticide,  manpower,  and  farm  supplies  sections. 

Along  the  same  line  is  Farm  Mobilization  Fact  Sheet  No,  2,  with 
the  latest  facts  and  figures  on  the  supply  and  manpower  situation.  Con- 
servation and  efficient  production  are  the  keynote. 

Those  of  you  who've  been  wanting  more  details  on  the  Interna- 
tional Wheat  Agreement  and  how  it's  working  are  in  luck.    The  Department 
has  just  put  out  Ag.  Information  Bulletin  "(k,  "How  is  the  Wheat  Agreement 
Working?"    Your  copy  is  enclosed. 

For  details  on  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  storage  opera- 
tions we've  included  a  copy  of  Secretary  Brannan's  statement  before  the 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee, 

Released  this  week  is  the  story  of  the  Sixth  International  Grass- 
lands Conference,  August  17-23.    Complete  story  is  included  in  release 
99-52  enclosed. 

Although  many  of  you  may  find  it  hard  to  believe  winter  will 
ever  leave,  we  enclose  "Suburban  and  Farm  Vegetable  Gardens"  that  may  be 
timely  sooner  than  you  think. 

More  meat  for  defense  through  improved  care  of  sows  and  stronger 
pigs  also  is  briefed  on  enclosure.    The  Statistical  Summary  enclosed  pre- 
sents, a  dehydrated  report  on  economic  items  of  importance:    Farm  labor; 
chick,  lamb  and  pig  crop  outlook;  grain  stocks,  etc. 
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How  Farmers  Can  Do  It  Too 

For  over  30  years  USDA  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  resoarchers  have 
"been  shooting  at  higher  levels  of  milk  and  "butterfat  production  in  their 
Holstein  test  herd  through  the  use  of  "better  sires.    No  selecting  or  cull- 
ing of  female  stock  has  "been  done  nor  have  any  females  "been  "brought  in 
since  the  herd  -was  started.    The  only  new  "blood  was  "brought  in  through 
the  sires. 

Herd  average  at  the  start  of  the  project  in  1919  was  678  pounds 
of  "butterfat;  as  of  last  October  1st,  the  k-9  cows  in  the  herd  old  enough 
to  have  completed  records  averaged  851  pounds  (3  time  milking  on  365  day 
"basis) . 

Up  until  about  three  years  ago  improvement  was  gotten  entirely 
from  "buying  and  using  proved  sires;  a  method  often  too  expensive  for  the 
average  commercial  producer.    However,  the  advent  of  artificial  insemina- 
tion has  made  it  possible  to  switch  to  a  plan  that  promises  to  further 
improve  production  records  in  the  herd  and,  at  the  same  time,  reduce  re- 
search "breeding  costs  and  "bring  the  project  to  a  level  that  farmers  them- 
selves can  practice. 

Under  the  revised  program  only  semen  from  the  "best  proved  sires 
having  records  higher  than  those  of  the  cow  is  used.    That  semen  is  fur- 
nished "by  the  same  commercial  studs  available  to  farmers. 

Although  the  program  hasn't  "been  in  affect  long  enough  to  de- 
termine the  degree  of  improvement  it  can  achieve,  we  can  safely  make  two 
observations  at  present:     ....the  change  from  natural  to  artificial  "breed- 
ing has  meant  a  reduction  of  research  "breeding  costs  and  has  "brought  the 
research  programs  to  the  level  that  farmers  themselves  can  follow. 

Fastest,  Cheapest,  and  Most  Effective 

The  fastest,  cheapest  and  most  effective  method  of  increasing 
meat,  wool,  and  leather  production  is  "by  reducing  losses  in  young  live- 
stock.   Each  year  30  to  kO  percent  of  the  pigs  farrowed  and  from  15  to 
30  percent  of  the  lambs  dropped  are  lost  due  to  crushing,  cold  weather, 
dampness,  disowning,  malnutrition,  and  similar  causes.    At  least  half 
these  losses  can  be  prevented  "by  the  use  of  some  light  and  heat  during 
the  first  two  weeks  of  the  young  animals1  lives.    And  saving  the  new- 
horn  also  saves  feed. 

A  "brand  new  Farmer's  Bulletin  (No.  2039)  on  Electric  Brooding 
sums  up  the  light  and  "brooding  story  in  16  pages.     It  discusses  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  hover-type  "brooders,  infrared  heat -lamps,  and  gives 
a  complete  list  of  materials  and  directions  for  making  a  hover-type  pig 
"brooder  which  can  also  "be  used  for  lambs „    For  sheep  raisers  it  tells 
the  story  of  how  all-night  lights  have  helped  a  South  Dakota  farmer  avoid 
having  a  single  lamb  disowned  in  his  75-ewe  flock  during  the  past  3  years. 

Looks  to  me  like  there's  plenty  of  news  and  feature  material 
in  Farmer's  Bulletin  2039.    It's  yours  for  the  asking. 
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A  "Rube  Goldberg"  In-The -Making 

The  need  for  an  extremely  specialized  machine  has  turned  up  in 
Beltsvill©  heat  tolerance  studies  with  Red  Sindhi  cross -"bred  dairy  cows. 
R.  E,  McDowell  now  heads  a  crew  of  researchers  involved  in  inventing  and 
perfecting  the  needed  machine. 

This  "Rube  Goldberg  apparatus"  doesnft  even  have  a  name  as  yet 
"but  is  at  present  composed  of  a  gas  meter ,  vacuum  sweeper,  eve  spouting, 
stove  pipe,  parts  of  an  old  inner-tube,  and  numerous  other  items  normally 
foreign  to  a  scientific  laboratory.    Generally  speaking,  this  odd  collec- 
tion of  equipment  is  put  together  in  a  series.    A  breather  cup  made  of 
stove  pipe  and  inner  tube,  on  one  end  of  the  series,  fits  over  the  cow's 
nose.    When  perfected,  the  machine  will  be  used  in  making  comparisons  of 
the  respiratory  volume  of  Jersey  and  Sindhi -Jersey    crossbred  cows. 

Researchers  find  that  some  cows  pant  like  a  dog  when  exposed 
to  extreme  heat;  others  have  a  much  lower  respiration  rate.    For  that 
reason  respiration  rate  is  a  very  poor  indicator  of  how  much  heat  the 
animal  is  giving  off  in  its  breath.    Consequently  the  Beltsville  folks 
must  have  a  way  of  measuring  volume  of  air  used  by  the  cow  to  find  out 
how  much  heat  is  given  off. 

In  testing  at  Beltsville  and  two  experiment  stations  in  Louisiana 
the  animals  are  actually  put  in  a  "hot"  room  or  climatic  chamber.  Tem- 
perature there  is  put  up  to  105  degrees  at  60  percent  humidity  and  held 
for  6  hours.    Results  so  far  have  indicated  that  there's  less  change  in 
body  temperature  in  Sindhi -Jersey    crossbred,  than  in  purebred  Jerseys 
(only  cross  tested  this  far)  and  also  less  change  in  the  respiration  rate 
of  the  crossbred  cows. 

Only  through  such  tests  can  research  folks  tell  if  the  crosses 
being  made  are  paying  off  in  dairy  cattle  that  can  better  stand  hot  humid 
climates.    Climates  such  as  we  have  in  our  Southern  States. . .particularly 
in  the  Gulf  Coast  areas. 

Biggest  Ever 

The  chick  hatching  business  just  finished  tucking  a  record  year 
under  its  belt.    Specialists  say  we  hatched  9  percent  more  chicks  in  '51 
than  in  19^+5.  •  .the  best  previous  year.    Strong  broiler  prices  are  given 
.credit  for  the  large  number  of  eggs  in  incubators  on  January  1... about 
18  percent  more  than  on  that  date  last  year,  . 

Current  report  on  eggs  is  less  optimistic.    Prices  received  by 
farmers  for  eggs  in  mid -December  averaged  over  6  and  a  half  cents  a  dozen 
lower;  feed  prices  were  h8  cents  a  hundred  higher. 

Record  Turkey  Crop  in  Prospect 

Turkey  growers  plan  to  raise  a  record  crop  in  '52.    Grower  in- 
tentions indicate  an  11  percent  increase  over  last  year.    Reasons  for  in- 
crease are:    higher  prices  of  past  season,  more  favorable  turkey-feed  re- 
lationship, and  smaller  numbers  in  cold  storage  on  Jan.  1  than  a  year  before. 
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Power  Use  Possibility 

Greater  farm  production  through  more  efficient  use  of  electricity 
is  the  theme  of  a  meeting  which  gets  under  way  in  St.  Louis  next  Wednesday, 
Jan.  30th  and  continues  through  Friday,  Feb.  1.    It  will  he  attended  by 
KSA  field  representatives,  members  of  the  National  Eural  Electric  Cooper- 
ative Association,  the  State  Power  Use  Committees  and  Extension  Service 
personnel. 

Those  from  your  State  who  attend  this  conference  will  undoubted- 
ly make  some  good  local  program  material  for  many  of  you.    EEA  folks  sug- 
gest checking  with  the  State  Power  Use  Committees,  the  State -wide  Asso-  . 
elation  of  Eural  Electric  Co-ops,  or  if  your  State  happens  to  have  neither 
of  these,  your  nearest  rural  electric  co-op. 

Wages  Up  -  Help  Down 

Department  economists  report  that  farm  work  reached  its  season- 
al low  during  the  last  week  in  December.    As  a  result  farm  workers  were 
the  fewest  on  record...    percent  below  a  year  ago  and  a  fourth  less  than 
in  November.    As  for  farm  wages... they  increased  about  5  percent  from 
October  1  to  January  1,  making  them  about  11  percent  higher  than  a  year 
ago.    Greatest  rise  in  wage  rates  is  reported  in  the  southeast . 0 . smallest 
increase  was  noted  in  the  far  west. 

Land  Judging  Contest' 

A  National  Land  Judging  Contest .. .the  first  ever,  according  to 
WKY  RFD  Sandy  Saunders. ,  .is  slated  to  take  place  ¥£.y  1st  and  2nd  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

Sandy  says,  "it's  an  outgrowth  of  similar  contests  and  soils 
classification  schools  which  have  been  developed  in  Oklahoma  over  the 
past  decade.-  Because  of  growing  popularity,  the  originators  of  the  con- 
test feel  the  time  is  ripe  for  making  it  national  in  scope." 

There  will  be  three  divisions --one  for  Future  Farmers  of  America, 
one  for  k-E  club  members,  and  one  for  adults. 

First  day  of  the  event —May  l--will  be  devoted  to  a  soils  classi- 
fication school,  explanation  of  methods  of  land  judging  and  a  review  of 
the  rules  of  the  contest.    Actual  contest  will  take  place  the  second  day. 
Contestants  will  be  transported  to  a  farm,  the  location  of  which  will  not 
be  disclosed  until  the  day  of  the  contest.    There  they'll  study  soil  con- 
tours, classify  the  land  and  list  their  recommendations  for  its  treatment — 
what  crops  should  be  grown  on  it,  what  soil  conservation  practices  are 
needed  and  so  on. 

Am  sure  those  wanting  further  detail  can  get  them  from  Sandy 

at  WKY. 
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Fewer  Certified  Seed  Potatoes 

There'll  "be  fever  certified  seed  potatoes  for  planting  this 
year's  crop.    Last  year  yielded  the  smallest  crop  of  certified  stock  in 
six  years.    The  28  percent  reduction  as  compared  to  '50  was  largely  due 
to  sharply  smaller  acreages  harvested.    The  widely  adapted  late  variety , 
Katahdin,  made  up  30  percent  of  the  crop,  Cobbler  was  second;  Triumph 
third;  Russet  Burbank  fourth;  and  White  Rose  fifth  in  "bushels  harvested. 
Greatest  increase  was  in  Kenne"bec  and  the  newer  Cherokee,  Desoto,  Lasoda,, 
and  White  Cloud. 

This  Issue  Only 

Enclosed  is  a  sample  copy  of  "Foreign  Policy  Briefs"  which  is 
available  "for  free"  to  radio  stations. ..a  dollar  a  year  to  other  sub- 
scribers.   It's  "being  published  "bi-weekly  in  answer  to  public  demand  for 
a  periodical  condensed  report  of  foreign  policy  activities  of  all  govern- 
ment agencies.    Your  station  can  continue  to  get  BRIEFS  "by  requesting  it 
from  Division  of  Publications,  Office  of  Public  Affairs,  Department  of 
State,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Gardening  Time  Again 

It's  already  garden  planting  time  for  the  listeners  of.  some 
RFD's,  and  it's  getting-ready  time  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  "Garden 
and  Home  Food  Preservation  Facts"  No.  11,  enclosed,  contains  information 
on  plans  and  work  in  several  States  and  organizations)  new  picture  and 
printed  helps  which  are  available  on  gardening,  fruit,  and  vegetable  se- 
lection at  the  grocery  store;  a  warning  about  pesticides;  and  more  in- 
formation about  the  new  soil  conditioner  Krilium. 

IJetwork  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

Liberty  Network. ..  "Your  Country  Visitor", .  .originates  12:1.5  to 
12:30  p.m.  EST.,  Monday  through  Friday  with  Lee  Hannify  from  Washington,  . 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour... 1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen,    Feb.  2  feature  reports  on  Southwestern  Ex-  : 
position  and  Fat  Stock  Show  from  Fort  V/orth,  with  W.  A.  "Doc"  Ruhmah,  RFD 
WBAP,  interviewing  W.  L,  Pier,  W.  R0  Watt,  and  William  King.    Feb.  9 
feature  comes  from  Chicago  with  Everett  Mitchell  interviewing  J.  M.  Moore, 
Michigan  Broilers  Inc.,  W.  C.  Coy  of  Wilson  and  Company  on  Institute  of 
American  Poultry  Industries,  Feb.  10-12. 

CBS  Farm  News. .. originates  Saturdays  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EST. 
News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney  from  Washington. 

ABC  American  Farmer, . c 12:30  to  1:00  p.m,  EST.     "Top  of  The  Farm 
Nevs  "  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bob  Crom  plus  Feb,  2  feature  on  Farm  Equipment 
and  1952  Farm  Production  with  guests  being  Jack  Stambaugh  and  L.  Bc  Taylor, 
USDA.    February  9  feature  tells  the  story  of  Fertilizers  and  Pesticides 
for  1952  Farm  Production  with  Raub  Snyder  and  W.  R.  Allstetter  USDA  as 
guests . 
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On  Crop  Reporting 

A  few  facts  from  the  recent  statement  made  "by  BAE  officials  on 
the  Crop  Reporting  Service  may  "be  helpful  as  "background. 

It's  a  Service  that's  "been  continuously  estimating  crop  and 
livestock  production  since  1862.    The  service  was  started  "by  farmers 
and  they  are  still  the  primary  source  of  information  on  which  the  reports 
are  "based.    Periodic  reports  are  estimates  or  forecasts  "based  upon  the 
analysis  of  sample  data.    That  data  represents  the  "best  appraisals  that 
can  "be  made  of  the  combined  opinion  of  a  large  number  of  farmers  as  to 
crop  and  livestock  conditions  as  of  the  first  of  each  specific  month. 0. 
assuming  average  weather. 

"How  do  they  pick  crop  reporters?"    Names  are  drawn  from  State 
assessors'  records  or  Censuses,  State  PMA  lists,  lists  "built  up  through 
use  of  Rural  Mail  Carrier  Surveys,  and  from  names  suggested  "by  county 
agents  and  crop  reporters.    Altogether  they  total  about  600,000  volun- 
teer workers. 

A  more  complete  statement  on  crop  reporting  is  yours  for  the 

asking. 

Among  Ourselves 

Ray  Wolf,  Ext.  Radio,  Minnesota,  says  they're  "going  full 
speed  ahead  on  farm  television,"  They  have  a  half  hour,  11:30  to  12:00 
each  Saturday.    Cal  Karnstedt  emcees  and  Ray  is  on  with  five  minutes  of 
markets  each  week.    Features  covered,  and  to  "be  covered,  include  a  faster 
milking  demonstration,  a  meat  demonstration,  seed  treatment  demonstra- 
tion, poultry  culling,  poultry  equipment  and  rat  control. 

Glenn  Martz,  formerly  farm  radio  editor  for  United  Press  here 
in  Washington  and  the  Department,  has  taken  a  job  as  assistant  infor- 
mation director  for  the  American  Farm  Bureau. 

Boh  White,  WHLS,  expresses  gratitude  for  the  many  letters  from 
you  RFD's.    Says  he'll  farm  15  or  20  acres  on  the  side  this  spring. 

Think  you  may  "be  interested  in  noting  the  flattering  picture 
of  some  12  handsome  RFD's  on  pages  8  and  9  of  the  Jan. -F eh.  issue  of 
Farm  Safety  Review. 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW-TV,  reports  that  he's  just  gone  on  the  air  with 
a  five  day  a  week  fifteen-minute  TV  show  at  12:30,    George  Round  is  co- 
operating with  Mai  oh  a  TV  Question  Box  as  one  feature. 


P.S.  '• 
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Also  enclosed 

Sincerely, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


